June 4, 2009

Downtown Los Angeles 

Neighborhood Council

Mr. Shiraz Tangri, Co -Chair

Dear Mr. Tangri,

I am writing to you on behalf of Los Angeles Waste Collection (LAWC).  I am a parent of two public school students and a past President of Friends of Canfield Elementary, a non-profit community organization.  I know first hand how the public schools struggle to meet their budgets and provide a meaningful educational experience for the students.

Now more than ever, due to the Los Angeles Unified School District’s budget crisis, schools are looking for ways to raise money not to provide for extras – but to provide the basics in education.  Canfield Elementary started a Green Team recycling program that has educated our student body, parents and community on the benefits of recycling.  We have trash free lunch days and special Green Days encouraging students and families to bring in extra items we can recycle.  LAWC has enabled us to make this program an effortless fundraising endeavor too.  The collections bring in much needed monies to supplement our school programs.

Castle Heights Elementary has joined Canfield’s lead and embarked on a recycling program.  They too are enjoying the fundraising boon that LAWC offers.  I have been passing on this wonderful fundraising opportunity to other schools.  Currently, Westwood Charter Elementary, Shenandoah Elementary, John Burrough’s Middle School, Venice High School and Beverly Hills High School are planning on implementing a recycling program with this fundraising component.  Additionally, Team Prime Time, an after school program and Camp Prime Time is planning on working with LAWC at several other area Middle Schools; Emerson, Palms, etc.

Why am I telling you this?  I understand and appreciate your position as a representative for the interests of the Downtown Neighborhood and I wanted you to know intimately what one of your own local businesses does to help the community at large.  LAWC is really instrumental in helping public schools make something out of nothing – literally – trash.  That additional money every month is crucial to our public schools. Their efforts will hopefully be expanded to include schools in your more immediate area – for example to beautiful new high school on North Grand.  LAWC is committed to helping our schools bring in every much needed dollar.

Thank you for public service commitment and thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Robyn Block

LAWC Outreach

